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I also want to associate myself with

the comments of the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BENTSEN) on the historical
ramifications of his family and the as-
sociation with Kika. I think it really
lends a lot to the discussion here
today.

As the sponsor of this legislation, I
just simply loved Kika. He was the
first Hispanic American to serve as the
chairman of a major committee, the
Committee on Agriculture. I think
that was a significant achievement for
a man of such humble roots who devel-
oped into such a powerhouse here in
the Congress.

I can remember one time, Mr. Speak-
er, standing down there at the voting
booth on a key vote years ago, and I
saw the leaders come up to Kika and
say, ‘‘Kika, we really need your vote.
You didn’t vote with us on this par-
ticular bill.’’ I will never forget as long
as I live, Kika looked at them, and he
was very loyal, and he said, ‘‘I wish I
could, but I am going to give my vote
to my people. My people are not for
this. I don’t think it is good for my
people.’’

Mr. Speaker, I would say to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE),
that was Political Science 101 that I
will never forget. I admired Kika for
that.

I also want to say and place upon the
record that he was one of the most ar-
dent and outspoken advocates for
United States agriculture and for pro-
grams to protect and improve the farm
and rural economy. He had much more
to do with the economics of farming
than many people gave him credit for.

Chairman de la Garza led the effort
to enact landmark legislation, such as
the Federal crop insurance reform and
the Department of Agriculture Reorga-
nization Act of 1994, which established
a federally funded catastrophic risk
coverage policy for crop losses that
touches every farmer in America
today. Kika has touched every farmer
and has helped anyone who produces a
food product in our country. In 1990,
Kika helped pass the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation and Trade Act of
1990, which reformed export assistance
programs and established new initia-
tives to strengthen environmental pro-
tection of our agricultural lands.

Mr. Speaker, one of the few surpluses
we have had in trade has been our agri-
culture base, and Kika de la Garza de-
serves much of the credit for those tre-
mendous improvements to our agri-
culture community.

So I think it is just really overdue.
We have passed this a couple times in
the House. I would make this pledge to
my good friend the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE): If the other
body does not act on it this year, I am
personally paying a visit over there.

This is overdue, the distinguished ca-
reer of Congressman de la Garza must
now be commemorated by designating
the border station in Pharr, Texas, as
the Kika de la Garza Border Station.

Before I yield back my time, I want
to thank the committee staff. It does a

great job for this committee, Mr.
Barnett, Ms. Brita, and I want to thank
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE) for working with us as he
has.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge passage of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1901.

The question was taken.
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, on

that I demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8, rule XX and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1725, H.R. 1405, and H.R. 1901,
the measures just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

f

LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN BASIN
RESTORATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 484 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 484

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2957) to amend
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
authorize funding to carry out certain water
quality restoration projects for Lake Pont-
chartrain Basin, Louisiana, and for other
purposes. The first reading of the bill shall
be dispensed with. Points of order against
consideration of the bill for failure to com-
ply with clause 4(a) of rule XIII are waived.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. During

consideration of the bill for amendment, the
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may: (1) postpone until
a time during further consideration in the
Committee of the Whole a request for a re-
corded vote on any amendment; and (2) re-
duce to five minutes the minimum time for
electronic voting on any postponed question
that follows another electronic vote without
intervening business, provided that the min-
imum time for electronic voting on the first
in any series of questions shall be 15 min-
utes. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature a sub-
stitute. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FROST), pending which I yield myself
such time as I may consume. During
consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, H. Res. 484 would grant H.R.
2957, the Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Restoration Act, an open rule waiving
clause 4(a) of rule XIII that requires a
3-day layover of the committee report
against consideration of the bill.

The rule provides one hour of general
debate to be equally divided between
the chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. The rule
makes in order the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute now printed in the bill as an
original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment, which shall be open for amend-
ment at any time.

The rule authorizes the Chair to ac-
cord priority in recognition to Mem-
bers who have preprinted their amend-
ments in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
In addition, the rule allows the chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole to
postpone votes during the consider-
ation of the bill and to reduce voting
time to 5 minutes on a postponed ques-
tion if the vote follows a 15 minute
vote. Finally, the rule provides one mo-
tion to recommit, with or without in-
structions.

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of H.R. 2957
is to coordinate and provide financial
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